COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THK  WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


THIRTY-SECOND 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE* 

School  Medical  Officer, 

ON  THE 


Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  of 


School  Children, 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


( Presented  to  the  Child 
Welfare  Sub-Committee 
April  29th  -  1940) 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK. 


A.  — Medical  Officers  at  Schools. 

Routine  Inspections  at  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,526 

Routine  Inspections  at  Secondary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,329 

Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  at  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  19,276 

Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  at  Secondary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  1,234 

B.  — Medical  Officers  at  Clinics. 


Inspections  at  Clinics  (including  Specialist  Clinics)  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,138 

Inspections  under  Employment  of  Children  Bye-laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,241 

C.  — Dental  Officers. 

Routine  Inspections  at  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98,232 

do.  do.  Secondary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  4,045 

Special  Inspections  at  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,035 

do.  do.  Secondary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Attendances  for  Treatment  at  Clinics — Elementary  ...  ...  ...  ...  55,911 

do.  do.  do.  — Secondary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,195 

D.  — School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors. 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,622 

Examinations  (including  Cleanliness  Inspections  in  Schools)  ...  ...  ...  377,547 

Visits  to  Homes  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  '..  28,816 

E.  — School  Clinics. 

Number  of  Minor  Ailments  Treated  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52,143 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159,605 


STAFF. 

County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer — T.  N.  V.  Potts,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — Reginald  Lawrence,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer — J.  Wood  Wilson,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


School  Oculists. 

Christina  S.  Stoddart,  M.B.  Hannah  W.  Murphy,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Claudius  G.  Kay  Sharp,  M.D.  (part  time). 

Aural  Surgeon. 

Hugh  M.  Petty,  M.B.  (part-time). 


School  Medical 

Centre 

Skipton 

Ilkley 

Harrogate 

Halifax 

Wakefield 

Leeds 

Pontefract  (East) 

Huddersfield 
Barnsley  (West) 

Pontefract  (West) 

Barnsley  (East) 

Doncaster  (West) 

Doncaster  (East) 

Sheffield 

Rotherham  (North) 

Rotherham  (South) 

Rotherham  and  Kiveton  Park  Rural  Districts  ... 
Bentley  and  Adwick-le-Street  Urban  Districts  ... 


Inspectors. 

Name  of  Officer 

James  M.  Anderson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Nora  M.  Allan,  M.B. 
Josephine  Coupland,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 
...  Janet  M.  Macmillan,  M.B.,  D.P.H 
Gerald  P.  Holderness,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
...  Margaret  E.  Peakcr,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Linda  Symons,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Temp.). 

Annabella  Rennie,  M.B. 
Jean  V.  Kirkwood,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
Gertrude  M.  Mayhall,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
...  ...  Jean  J.  Smith,  M.B.,  D.P.H 

...  Bethia  M.  Newlands,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
...  ...  ...  Duncan  C.  Rice,  M.B. 

Stuart  Lindsay,  M.B. 
...  Jovce  E.  M.  White,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
...  Rosie  B.  Becker,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.M. 
...  John  M.  Watt,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (part-time) 
...  John  Ferguson,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (part-time) 
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Bernard  R 

George  O.  Wood,  L.D.S. 

Bernard  Sleight,  B.Ch.D. 

Marion  M.  Thom,  1.  D.S. 

Henry  F.  Jones,  L.D.S. 

Dorothy  M.  Phillips,  L.D.S 
Erie  Thornton,  L.D.S. 

Marcus  Hattan,  L.D.S. 

Geoffrey  H.  Bulcock,  L.D.S. 
Mary  W.  Dinn,  L.D.S. 

Sidney  Ackers,  L.D.S. 

Annie  W.  Russell,  L.D.S. 

Oswald  A.  Long,  L.D.S. 

Fred  W.  Huzza,  L.D.S. 

Thomas  M.  Bulcock,  L.D.S. 
Minnie  H.  Platford,  L.D.S. 
Geoffrey  Wilson,  L.D.S. 


Dental  Stall. 

I'ownend,  L.D.S.,  Senior  Dental  Officer. 

George  Kilvington,  L.D.S. 
Kcvern  Batten,  L.D.S. 
James  M.  Macdonald,  L.D.S. 
John  Mackay,  L.D.S. 
Joseph  Jackson,  L.D.S. 
Rachel  Sclare,  L.D.S. 
Jas.  R.  Wishart,  L.D.S. 
William  Rodger,  L.D.S. 
...  James  Todd,  L.D.S. 
Mary  M.  Gibson,  L.D.S. 

F.  C.  Shenton,  L.D.S. 
Patricia  S.  Nash,  L.D.S. 
Richard  K,  Cole,  L.D.S. 
Walter  H.  Etheridge,  L.D.S. 
William  H.  Dyke,  L.D.S. 
J.  G.  Richardson,  L.D.S. 


A 


G.  Wood.  L 


D.S. 


School  Nurses  who  assist  School  Dentists  (Whole-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dental  Attendants  (whole-time)  «...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  (whole  time)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  (part-time)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  employed  by  District  Nursing  Associations  and  Local 

Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Clerical  Staff,  School  Medical  Inspection  Section...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


}ln  the  interests  of  economy  this  Report  is  considerably 

Year.] 

REPORT 

of  the 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

for  the 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


shortened  this 


Area,  Population,  Staff. 

The  population  of  the  Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  for  1939  is 
not  yet  available  and  therefore  the  1938  figures  are  given.  The  population  in  1938  was  1, 50 1,100. 
The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  education  as  follows — 


(1)  For  Elementary  Education. 

The  whole  of  the  Administrative  County  (with  the  exception  of  the  Boroughs  of  Batley, 
Brighouse,  Harrogate,  Keighley,  Morley,  Ossett,  Pontefract,  Pudsey  and  Todmorden,  and  the 
LYban  Districts  of  Shipley  and  Spenborough)  containing  a  population  of  1,139,820. 


(2)  For  Secondary  Education. 

The  whole  of  the  Administrative  County  containing  a  population  of  1,501,100. 

The  area  in  (1)  above  includes  793  elementary  schools,  with  1061  departments,  and  on  the 
31st  January,  1940,  there  w’ere  149,264  children  on  the  registers. 


The  area  in  (2)  includes  52  secondary  schools,  and  on  the  31st  December,  1939,  there  were 
17,963  pupils  on  the  registers.  In  addition,  there  are  three  schools,  viz.  :  Barnsley  Boys’  Grammar 
School,  Barnsley  Girls’  High  School  and  Huddersfield  Royds  Hall  Secondary  Sc  hool  which  are 
administered  jointly  by  the  County  Council  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Barnsley  and  Hudders¬ 
field  respectively.  The  number  of  West  Riding  pupils  in  these  three  schools  is  included  in  the 
above  figure  of  17,963. 


h'or  educational  purposes  the  County  Education  area  is  mapped  out  into  97  districts,  in 
each  of  which  there  is  a  district  sub-committee,  and  these  again  are  grouped  into  23  divisions,  each 
with  a  Divisional  Clerk  as  local  representative  of  the  Education  Authority. 


Nutrition. 

The  tabular  statement  contained  in  Table  I  classifying  the  nutrition  of  the  children  in  Groups 
A,  B,  C,  and  D,  refers  to  the  period  January  to  August,  1939,  only.  The  figures  are  comparable, 
therefore,  with  those  given  in  my  Annual  Reports  of  previous  years. 
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I  lie  closing  of  the  schools  on  the  outbreak  of  war  brought  school  medical  inspection  tempor¬ 
arily  to  a  standstill,  whilst  the  re-opening  of  the  schools  on  a  “shift”  system  prevented  the  custom¬ 
ary  nutritional  surveys  from  being  carried  out  with  the  same  degree  of  thoroughness. 

To  some  extent  also  there  was  an  interference  with  the  supply  of  milk  to  school  children 
although  it  should  be  observed  that  before  the  resumption  of  teaching  of  the  children  took  place 
milk  was  being  delivered  at  the  schools  so  that  children  could  attend  in  groups  to  receive  it.  It 
is  regrettable  to  report  that  there  were  children  on  the  “free  list”  who  failed  to  attend  school  to  take 
advantage  of  this  arrangement  made  by  the  County  Education  Committee. 

The  value  of  milk  as  a  food  for  children  is  now  so  well  established  that  it  is  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  the  attitude  of  parents  who,  when  their  children  are  recommended  bv  the  School  Medical 
Inspectors  as  in  need  of  subsidiary  nourishment,  will  not  pay  for  school  milk  when  certified  able  to 
pay  after  investigation  into  income.  They  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  food  value  that  is  being  offered 
in  return  lor  a  half-penny.  It  is  the  experience  of  School  Medical  Inspectors  that  many  of  these 
children  are  just  as  much  in  need  of  milk  as  children  whose  financial  circumstances  are  less  satis¬ 
factory  and  to  whom  milk  is  granted  free  of  charge. 

It  is  considered  to  be  a  good  practice  when  milk  can  be  delivered  early  enough,  to  allow  the 
children  to  drink  it  soon  after  they  arrive  at  school  in  the  morning.  This  has  overcome  the  complaint 
of  some  parents  that  the  school  milk  “spoiled  the  children’s  appetite  for  dinner.” 

MEALS. 


The  number  of  centres  at  which  the  Education  Committee  made  provision  for  meals  was 
increased  from  194  to  201  during  1939  and  below  is  given  a  summary  of  the  number  of  meals 
supplied. 


Certified 

Issues 

Total 

Free 

For  payment 

Dinners 

1,253,478 

41,729 

1,295,207 

Subsidiary  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  and  cod  liver  oil  is  also  provided  to  children. 

In  cases  where  children  are  certified  by  the  school  medical  inspectors  as  being  under¬ 
nourished.  a  scale  of  income  is  operative  and  in  other  cases  the  parents  pay  for  the  milk. 

The  total  number  of  issues  of  milk  and  cod  liver  oil  during  the  year  is  set  out  in  the 
following  table:  — 


Subsidiary  Nourishment. 


Number  of  Issues. 

Total  No. 

Certified 

Non-Certified 

of 

Free 

F or  Payment 

For  payment 

Issues. 

Milk 

Cod  liver  oil 

8,249,617 

2,859,050 

1,330,792 

103,074 

11,450,598 

177,772 

21,031,007 

3,139,896 

Total  ... 

11,108,667 

1,433,866 

11,628,370 

24,170,903 

Subsidiary  nourishment  was  supplied  in  960  elementary  school  departments. 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Report  by  Mr.  B.  R.  Townend,  l  d.s.,  Senior  Dental  Officer. 

The  outbreak  of  war  necessitated  the  division  of  this  part  of  the  report  into  two  sections 
and  1  propose  to  say  little  of  the  period  prior  to  September,  1939,  save  that  there  were  indications 
on  every  side  of  the  increasing  efficiency,  popularity,  and  appreciation  of  the  Dental  Scheme.  To¬ 
gether  with  all  branches  of  Social  Service  it  has  suffered  a  slight  interruption  in  its  activities  since 
September,  but  I  am  glad  to  affirm  that  it  is  now  working  more  or  less  normally  and  is  rapidly 
regaining  the  ground  which  was  lost. 

The  building  up  and  conservation  of  the  health  of  the  growing  generation  is  an  important 
economic  factor  in  the  social  life  of  a  country  in  times  of  peace,  but  in  war-time  the  importance 
of  such  work  is  materially  increased.  Complacency,  with  the  ready  excuse  " C’est  la  guerre”  is  an 
entirely  wrong  attitude  to  adopt  concerning  the  dental  welfare  of  the  nation  and  every  effort  will 
be  made  in  the  West  Riding  to  increase  rather  than  reduce  our  efforts  to  attain  our  ideals. 

The  closure  of  the  schools  at  the  outbreak  of  war  naturally  caused  some  dislocation  of 
work.  The  following  figures  of  the  numbers  of  inspection  and  treatment  sessions  for  the  present 
and  preceding  year  tell  their  own  tale. 


1938. 

1939. 

Inspection 

Sessions 

...  1201 

1170 

Treatment 

Sessions 

...  9311 

9204 
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lhe  majority  of  schools  were  closed  for  at  least  a  month  and  in  some  cases  for  longer 
periods.  The  “shift”  system  adopted  in  many  of  the  neutral  areas  made  the  carrying  out  of 
dental  inspections  rather  difficult  as  it  was  necessary  to  spend  more  time  on  such  inspections  than 
would  have  been  required  under  normal  conditions.  Travelling  became  a  somewhat  acute  difficulty 
m  the  early  days  of  petrol  rationing,  but  after  some  negotiation  with  the  appropriate  authorities, 
t  us  problem  was  overcome.  1  he  question  of  accommodation  for  clinics  presented  itself  in  some 
areas.  Many  premises  previously  available  had  been  taken  over  for  various  civil  defence  purposes 
but  because  of  the  accommodating  spirit  which  everyone  has  shown,  no  insoluble  problems  have 
arisen  in  this  respect. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  (SECONDARY)  CARRIED  OUT  BY 

PART  III  EDUCATION  AUTHORITIES. 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  bv  the  Dentist. 

(a)  Routine  age-groups. 


AGE 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

TOTAL 

Number 

3 

7 

74 

313 

404 

456 

441 

332 

196 

74 

40 

2340 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,340 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,792 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,300 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,042 


Extractions  :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 
Temporary  Teeth 

..  1,494 

209 

Other  Operations: — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 
Temporary  Teeth 

239 

8 

TOTAL  . 

..  1,703 

TOTAL  ... 

247 

Fillings :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

»  Temporary  Teeth 

..  2,774 

'  Administrations  of  general 

anaesthetics  for  extractions  ... 

302 

TOTAL  .. 

.  2,774 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

(a)  School  Closure. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  schools  and  departments  which  have  been  closed 
during  the  year,  either  by  order  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  on  public  health  grounds  or  by 
the  Education  Authority,  acting  on  the  advice  or  with  the  approval  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


Disease. 

Closed  by  Order  of  Local 
Sanitary  Authority. 

Closed  by  West  Riding 
Education  Authority. 

Measles 

Schools. 

3 

Depts. 

1 

Children 

under 

five. 

Schools. 

Depts. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mumps 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

2 

-  . 

— 

— 

•  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

German  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

> — 

• — 

14 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Immunisation  of  school  children  against  diphtheria  has  not  reached  proportions  sufficient 
to  affect  the  population  at  risk  and  therefore  when  this  infection  appears  the  continuance  of  the 
epidemic  is  not  affected  to  any  extent  by  the  previous  immunisation  efforts.  No  great  enthusiasm 
is  shown  by  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised  when  diphtheria  is  not  prevalent.  Similarly 
it  is  difficult  to  persuade  mothers  at  child  welfare  centres  to  have  their  babies  (at  12-18  months) 
subjected  to  three  injections  of  diphtheria  prophylactic. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  during  the  year  1939  is 


shown  below : — 


Sanitary  District. 

No.  of  children 
immunised. 

Sanitary  District. 

No.  of  children 
Immunised. 

Urban  Districts:' — 

Adwick-le-Street 

90 

Penistone  ... 

11 

Aireborough 

172 

Pontefract  B. 

44  . 

Baildon 

91 

Pudsey  B.  ... 

7 

Barnoldswick 

24 

Queensbury  and  Shelf  ... 

218 

Batley  B.  ... 

92 

Rawmarsh 

167 

Bentley- w-Arksey 

145 

Ripon  City 

52 

Bingley 

260 

Ripponden 

11 

Brighouse  B. 

20 

Rothwell 

12 

Castleford 

125 

Royston  ...  ... 

77 

Colne  Valley 

249 

Saddleworth 

182 

Conisbrough 

182 

Selby 

104 

Cudworth  ... 

793 

Shipley 

138 

Darfield 

89 

Silsden 

1 

Darton 

60 

Skipton 

112 

Dearne 

10 

Sowerby 

545 

Denby  Dale 

37 

Spenborough 

1 

Dodworth  ... 

53 

Stanley 

152 

Earby 

106 

Tickhill  . 

28 

Elland 

33 

Todmorden 

123 

Garforth  ... 

60 

Wath-upon-Dearne 

74 

Goole  B. 

63 

Wombwell 

170 

Harrogate  B. 

268 

Worsborough 

218 

Hebden  Royd 

162 

Heckmondwike 

93 

Rural  Districts:  — 

Hemsworth 

21 

Bowland 

13 

Holmfirth  ... 

188 

Doncaster  ... 

380 

Horbury 

34 

Goole 

104  ' 

Horsforth  ... 

4 

Hemsworth 

298 

Hoyland  Nether  ... 

101 

Kiveton  Park 

1 

Ilkley  . 

23 

Nidderdale 

10 

Keighley  B. 

34 

Penistone  ... 

46 

Kirkburton 

18 

Ripon  and  Pateley  Bridge 

55 

Knaresborough 

17 

Rotherham 

87 

Knottingley 

3 

Selby 

73 

Maltby 

1 

Settle 

70  . 

Meltham 

3 

Skipton 

197 

Mexborough 

88 

Tadcaster  ... 

16 

Mirfield 

5 

Thorne 

94 

Morley  B.  ... 

4 

Wakefield . 

297 

Normanton 

13 

Wetherby  ... 

24 

Ossett  B.  ... 

13 

Wharfedale 

79 

Otley 

200 

Wortley 

80 

8,418 

Following-up. 

The  inspection  of  children  subsequent  to  treatment  is  an  important  part  of  the  school  nurses 
work.  If  parents  have  not  attended  at  the  school  inspection  or  having  promised  to  attend  to 
defects  have  failed  to  do  so,  visits  to  the  home  by  the  school  nurse  are  necessary  before  treatment 
is  secured. 


A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  school  nurses  is  given  below. 

(1)  Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  Schools 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children 

(3)  Total  number  of  individual  children  found  unclean 

(4)  Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  home 


7,622 

377,547 

3,160 

28,816 


Medical  Treatment. 

\\  ith  the  exception  of  a  temporary  closing  of  some  special  hospital  schools  on  the  outbreak 
of  war,  the  various  schemes  of  medical  treatment  provided  for  school  children  by  the  County 
Council  have  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  Aural  Clinic  at  Doncaster  had  to  be 
discontinued  in  September,  1939,  but  as  mentioned  elsewhere  the  treatment  instituted  by  Mr. 
Petty  is  kept  up  by  the  school  nurses. 

1  he  grant  to  hospitals  is  £2,000  annually  and  this  sum  is  allocated  to  the  Voluntary 
Hospitals  in  proportion  to  the  cases  which  are  treated  under  the  County’s  scheme.  The  total 
number  of  children  treated  under  the  County’s  scheme  in  1939  was  1,832,  made  up  as  follows:  — 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  1,659;  Squint  98,  and  Middle  Ear  Disease  75. 
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A  certain  amount  of  orthopaedic  work  is  being  undertaken  among  school  children  in  the  West 
Riding  and  the  after  care  of  these  patients  devolves  on  the  school  medical  inspectors  and  health 
visitors. 

I  he  number  of  cases  of  errors  of  refraction  treated  bv  the  Oculists  is  set  out  in  Table  IV 
(page  12).  The  Oculists  examined  in  addition  825  adult  persons  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act, 
during  the  year. 

More  than  one  school  medical  inspector  has  reported  on  the  prevalence  of  scabies  and  it 
is  a  fact  that  in  some  areas  there  is  a  substantial  fall  in  the  average  rate  of  school  attendance  as 
the  result  of  this  disease.  Lack  of  thorough  treatment  in  the  early  stages  of  the  infection  and  diffi¬ 
culty  in  dealing  with  infected  clothing  and  bedding  contribute  largely  to  the  continuance  and  spread 
of  the  disease.  Again,  school  children  may  be  treated  with  considerable  success  through  advice  given 
at  school  clinics,  but  if  older  members  of  the  family  remain  untreated  the  infection  is  not 
eradicated. 

Some  of  these  cases  of  scabies  are  found  to  be  suffering  also  from  a  dermatitis  due  to  the 
prolonged  and  often  indiscriminate  use  of  sulphur.  It  is  the  practice  for  some  parents  to  make  up 
a  sulphur  ointment  at  home,  generally  with  too  high  a  proportion  of  sulphur  and  this  has  accounted 
for  some  of  the  cases  of  dermatitis  seen.  The  Ministry  of  Health’s  recent  memorandum  on  scabies 
has  made  a  timely  appearance,  and  it  is  hoped  in  the  future  to  put  more  effective  measures  for 
treatment  into  operation. 

Orthopaedic  Work.  During  the  past  year  four  orthopaedic  nurses  have  been  working  in 
the  West  Riding  Area.  They  have  had  under  their  care  both  school  children  and  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  These  cases  have  been  referred  from  clinics  or  have  been  discharged  from 
orthopaedic  hospitals.  Some  of  the  cases  are  treated  at  clinics,  but  many  have  to  be  visited  in 
their  homes.  The  work  includes  the  giving  of  massage  and  remedial  exercises,  and  the  supervision 
of  appliances  such  as  leg  irons.  Asthmatical  children  have  also  been  referred  for  breathing 
exercises  and  some  of  these  cases  have  benefited  from  this  treatment.  The  scheme  has  operated 
in  conjunction  with  the  tuberculosis  section  of  the  department,  part  of.  the  time  of  these  nurses 
having  been  given  to  treatment  of  tuberculous  patients  when  such  cases  have  required  ortho¬ 
paedic  treatment. 

AURAL  CLINICS.— DONCASTER,  WATH-ON-DEARNE  AND  RAWMARSH. 

During  the  year  a  new  clinic  was  opened  at  Rawmarsh. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Petty  carried  out  the  duties  of  aural  surgeon  until  September,  when  he  was 
called  upon  for  service  in  H.M.  Forces. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  treatment  has  been  carried  on  by  the  nursing  staff  on  the  lines 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Petty,  under  the  supervision  of  school  medical  inspectors. 

• 

The  number  of  cases  treated  was  390,  viz .  — 213  at  Doncaster;  151  at  Wath,  and  26  at 

Rawmarsh. 

At  Wath-on-Dearne,  a  series  of  hearing  tests  by  the  audiometer  method  was  carried  out  by 
the  school  nurse.  200  children  attending  a  particular  school  were  examined  and  of  these  160  were 
found  to  have  normal  hearing.  The  remaining  40  were  referred  to  Mr.  Petty.  On  examination 
he  found  that  in  12  cases  no  treatment  was  necessary.  The  remaining  28  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  eustachian  catarrh,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  or  old  perforations  of  the  tympanic 
membrane  of  the  ear. 

The  point  of  interest  in  the  test  is  that  deafness  was  detected  which  was  not  noticed  either 
bv  the  parents  or  the  scholars  themselves.  In  about  half  the  cases  however,  there  had  been 
a  history  of  deafness  at  an  earlier  period  of  childhood  but  at  the  time  of  the  test  it  was  not 
sufficiently  severe  to  come  under  notice  in  the  class.  The  audiometer  records  degrees  of  deafness 
from  30%  and  under. 

ORTHOPTIC  CLINIC. 

An  orthoptic  clinic  has  been  opened  at  Sowerby  Bridge,  occupying  the  school  clinic  premises 
and  holding  bi-weekly  sessions.  It  was  established  six  months  ago,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
conducted  by  a  trained  orthoptist  under  the  supervision  of  Dr,  Murphy,  County  Oculist. 

Training  and  treatment  requires  regular  attendances  over  lengthy  periods,  and  it  will 
therefore  be  appreciated  that  large  numbers  of  cases  cannot  be  efficiently  dealt  with  in  the  course 
of  a  year. 

Number  of  cases  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  .  197 

Number  of  attendances  for  training  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 
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List  of  Special  Schools  and  Special  Classes  to  which  Defective  children 

are  sent  and  the  types  sent  to  each  school: — 


Name  of  School 


DELICATE  CHILDREN, 

Hayling  Island,  Suntrap  Special  School 
Children’s  Sanatorium,  Nr.  Holt 

Mitchell  Memorial  Home,  Rawdon  (W.R.C.C.  School) 
West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home,  Nr.  Liverpool 
Oak  Bank  Open  Air  School,  Sevenoaks 
Wombwell  Open  Air  School  (W.R.C.C.  School) 
Leasowe  Children’s  Hospital 
Southport,  Bradstock-Lockett  Hospital 
Batley  Open  Air  School. 


MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Manchester  Special  Day  Schools 
Field  Heath  House,  Middlesex 

Knotty  Ash  Horticultural  Special  School,  Nr.  Liverpool 
Allerton  Priory  R.  C.  Special  School,  Liverpool 
Oldham,  Chaucer  Street  Special  School 
Worcester,  Besford  Court  Special  School 
Sandlebridge,  The  Mary  Dendy  Home 
Monyhull  School,.  Birmingham. 


No.  of  W.R.  children 
in  attendance  on 
31st  December,  1939. 


4 

12 

30 

22 

33 

60 

10 

10 

1 

182 


6 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2l 


BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  BLIND  CHILDREN. 


Leeds,  Blenheim  Walk  Home 

35 

Henshaw’s  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Manchester 

2 

Royal  Blind  School,  Sheffield 

19 

Fulwood  Homes  for  the  Blind,  Preston 

2 

Southport  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies 

1 

Oldham,  Gower  Street 

2 

Court  Grange  Special  School,  Abbotskerswell,  Devon 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind,  York. 

3 

1 

65 


DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Penn  Rayners  Residential  School  for  the  Deaf 
Yorkshire  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Doncaster 
Leeds  Blenheim  Walk  Home  for  the  Deaf 
Royal  Schools  for  the  Deaf,  Manchester 
St.  John’s  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Boston  Spa 
Oldham,  Gower  Street  Special  School 
Derby,  Royal  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
Margate,  Royal  School  for  the  Deaf 


3 

103 

22 

11 

6 

1 

3 

1 

150 


CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

Leasowe  Children’s  Hospital 

Heritage  Craft  Schools,  Chailey 

St.  Michael’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Clacton-on-Sea 

Heswall  Hospital,  Liverpool 

Marguerite  Home,  Thorp  Arch 

Children’s  Rest,  Sefton  Park,  Liverpool 

Halliwick  Cripples  Home,  Winchmore  Hill,  London 

Yorkshire  Children’s  Hospital,  Kirby  Moorside 

Bradstock-Lockett  Hospital,  Southport 

Rainhill,  St.  Joseph’s  Heart  Hospital  School 

Leathcrhead  Court  Cripples  Training  College. 


I 

3 

7 

o 

4- 


2 

1 

1 

17 

1 

63 


EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

Maghull  Home  for  Epileptics 
Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Surrey 
Chelford,  Soss  Moss  Special  School 


5 

2 

1 
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Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

i  lie  part  pla)  cd  by  the  West  Riding'  Education  Authority  in  this  scheme  was  that  of  a 
receiving  authority,  provision  having  to  be  made  for  children  from  Leeds,  Bradford,  Hull  and 
Rotherham. 

I  he  first  action  required  from  the  school  medical  and  nursing  stalls  in  dealing  with  evacu¬ 
ated  school  children  was  the  examination  ot  them  for  minor  ailments,  skin  conditions  such  as 
scabies  and  impetigo,  and  head  inspection. 

The  condition  of  the  children  on  arrival  at  their  billets  varied.  Some  were  clean  and  well- 
clothed,  others  were  insufficiently  clothed,  were  very  verminous  and  in  certain  reception  areas  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  ot  scabies,  impetigo  and  septic  sores  were  found.  The  unclean 
condition  of  some  of  the  children  raised  much  comment,  but  one  has  to  bear  in  mind  that  these 
children  were  evacuated  just  after  the  longest  school  holiday  of  the  year,  a  period  during  which 
the  state  of  cleanliness  always  lapses.  The  special  opportunity  afforded  by  evacuation  to  observe 
this  lapsing  serves  to  emphasise  what  a  deplorably  unclean  condition  a  certain  percentage  of  the 
school  population  would  be  in  were  it  not  for  the  constant  vigilance  of  school  nurses. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 

The  amount  of  extra  work  devolving  on  the  school  nurses  due  to  the  presence  of  evacuated 
children  was  of  course  greatest  on  their  arrival.  In  some  areas  the  need  of  the  children  was 
met  by  holding  additional  sessions  at  existing  centres;  these  were  required  to  deal  chiefly  with 
unclean  heads,  cases  of  scabies,  impetigo,  septic  sores.  In  other  parts  of  the  County  it  was 
necessary  to  establish  six  additional  clinics.  The  school  nurses  and  health  visitors  worked  hard 
both  at  the  treatment  centres  and  in  making  domiciliary  visits,  and  in  a  short  time  most  of  the 
children  had  been  attended  to. 

Medical  Inspection  in  Schools. 

The  routine  examination  of  evacuated  children  and  nutritional  surveys  on  the  same  lines  as 
those  in  practice  for  our  own  children  were  conducted  as  soon  as  possible.  The  closure  of  all 
schools  in  September  and  the  partial  opening  on  a  “shift”  basis  caused  delay  in  the  examination. 
Reports  from  school  medical  inspectors  are  to  the  effect  there  were  no  outstanding  defects  among 
the  children,  the  usual  defects  such  as  defective  vision,  enlarged  tonsils  which  one  finds  at  any 
routine  inspection  were  encountered.  By  the  time  the  children  were  examined  in  school,  unclean- 
liness  and  skin  conditions  had  been  dealt  with. 

The  services  of  our  oculists  were  available  for  the  evacuees,  any  prescriptions  issued  by  them 
being  sent  to  the  Evacuating  Authority  for  the  spectacles  to  be  supplied.  Our  hospital  treatment 
forms  for  tonsil  and  adenoid  cases  were  issued  where  necessary,  the  Evacuating  Authority 
accepting  responsibility  for  payment. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  provide  milk  and  cod  liver  oil,  but  school  meals  were  not 
provided  as  the  Board  of  Education  considered  that  adequate  provision  for  feeding  was  made 
under  the  billeting  scheme. 

The  presence  of  evacuees  did  not  entail  so  much  extra  work  lor  our  school  medical  services 
as  was  anticipated,  partly  because  the  full  number  expected  did  not  arrive,  and  partly  because 
within  a  few  weeks  even,  many  had  returned  to  their  homes. 

Canteens  for  Communal  Meals. 

The  Education  Authority  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  establish  communal  canteens  although 
three  were  set  up  bv  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service. 

Minor  Illnesses  and  Difficult  Children. 

The  necessity  to  provide  accommodation  tor  minor  illnesses  has  not  been  great.  Our  County 
Institutions  such  as  Selby,  Pontefract  and  Wetherby  have  received  cases  such  as  severe  scabies 
and  impetigo  or  other  complaints  where  adequate  nursing  attention  could  not  be  given  in  billets. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  a  house  was  equipped  at  Boston  Spa 
for  the  reception  of  children  who  because  of  behaviour  difficulties  or  complaints  such  as  bed¬ 
wetting  had  to  be  removed  from  billets.  I  his  house  can  accommodate  -4  children  and  has  sir\ed 
a  very  useful  function  since  its  inception. 

Provision  of  Baths.  . 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  baths  was  raised  some  time  alter  evacuation  took  place, 
but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  provide  any  special  bathing  facilities  at  centres  for  the  children 
as  the  cleanliness  had  improved  so  much  under  the  care  of  the  householders. 

In  January,  1940,  the  general  condition  of  the  evacuees  was  put  under  review  and  medical 
officers  of  health  and  school  medical  inspectors  were  asked  to  give  their  opinions  as  to  whether 
there  had  been  an  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  evacuated  children.  The  reports  were  unan¬ 
imous  on  the  benefit  to  health  and  general  well-being  of  the  children  who  remained  long  enough 
in  reception  areas  to  profit  thereby.  The  cleanliness,  nutrition  and  general  health  of  the  children 
improved,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry  there  had  been  relatively  little  sickness  amongst 
them.  Teachers  evacuated  with  their  scholars  have  also  observed  the  improvement  in  the  condition 
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of  the  children  both  physically  and  mentally.  More  than  one  report  states  that  the  additional  sleep 
the  evacuees  were  having  in  their  temporary  homes  was  undoubtedly  contributing  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  their  health. 

Miscellaneous. 

Clinical  Pathology. 

The  following  specimens  were  taken  by  the  school  medical  staff  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  examination  : — 

Throat  Swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Hairs  and  Scales  for  Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42' 

Miscellaneous  Specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 


463 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  ETC. 

Special  examinations  were  made  bv  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  of  mentally  and  physically 
defective  children,  teachers,  candidates  for  bursarships  and  others  in  addition  to  their  ordinary 
duties.  A  summary  of  these  is  given  below:  — 

(a)  Cases  examined  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  the  Education  Act  1,241 

(b)  School  Absentees  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

(c)  Teachers,  Candidates,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(d)  Children,  for  Licences  for  Entertainments  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 


1,534 


The  School  Oculists  examined  825  cases  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  in  addition  to  their 
work  in  schools.  Medical  certificates  were  submitted  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  respect  of 
82  applicants  for  admission  to  Bingley  Training  College. 

BINGLEY  TRAINING  COLLEGE. 

Special  visits  were  made  to  the  college  in  May  by  Dr.  Allan  to  examine  80  students  who 
were  about  to  complete  their  second  year  of  training. 

The  candidates,  after  examination,  were  classified  as  follows:  — 

A .  1 ,  51;  A. 2,  29. 

In  September,  Dr.  Allan  again  visited  the  college  to  examine  83  newly  admitted  students. 
These  were  classified  as  under:  — 

A .  1 ,  52;  A. 2,  30;  B.l,  1. 

County  Hall,  Wakefield  T.  N.  V.  Potts, 

April,  1940.  School  Medical  Officer. 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections  (Elementary). 


A.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Entrants 
Intermediates 
Leavers  ... 


14,156 

15,066 

12,304 


Total  .  41,526 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 


Grand  Total  ...’  .  41,526 


B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  19,276 


TABLE  I.  (a). 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections  (Secondary). 

A.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Entrants  .  1,708 

Age  Group  15 .  ...  2,621 

Total  .  ...  4,329 


B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  1,234 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  year  in 

the  Routine  Age  Groups  (Elementary). 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

(excellent. ) 

B. 

(normal. ) 

C.  (slightly 
.sub-normal) 

D. 

(bad. ) 

No. 

O'' 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

o/ 

A> 

Entrants 

9,489 

1617 

17.04 

6744 

71.08 

1098 

1 1 .57 

30 

0.31 

Intermediates 

10,454 

1381 

13.21 

7429 

71.07 

1562 

14.94 

82 

0.78 

Leavers 

9,563 

1624 

16.98 

6634 

69.36 

1 253 

13.10 

52 

0.54 

Other  routine  inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

29,506 

4622 

1 5 . 66 

20807 

70.52 

3913 

13.26 

164 

0.52 

li 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  year  in 


the  Routine  Age  Groups  (Secondary). 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

(excellent.) 

B. 

(normal.) 

C.  (slightly 
sub-normal. ) 

D. 

(bad.) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

658 

286 

43.46 

353 

53.41 

19 

2.9 

— 

— 

Age-group  15 

1,294 

302 

23.33 

939 

72.56 

53 

4.09 

— 

— 

TOTAI . 

1,952 

588 

30.12 

1292 

66.18 

72 

3.68 

— 

— 

TABLE  IV. 


Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  ye*ar. 

•  Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin. 

Ringworm— Scalp 

(1)  X-Ray  Treatment 

2 

10 

12 

(2)  Other  Treatment 

181 

51 

232 

Ringworm — Body 

135 

23 

158 

Scabies 

1,778 

183 

1,961 

Impetigo 

10,025 

319 

10,344 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

2,288 

218 

2,506 

Minor  Eye  Defects  . 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases  falling  in 
Group  II). 

2,070 

372 

2,442 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

2,766 

185 

2,951 

Miscellaneous 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

32,898 

1,587 

34,485 

TOTAL  ... 

52,143 

2,948 

55,091 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  4)efects  dealt 

with. 

Under  the 
Authortiy’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 
(Operations  for  Squint  are  recorded 
separately  in  the  body  of  the  Report) 

5,139 

226 

5,365 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  eyes  excluding 

those  recorded  in  Group  I) 

- * 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

5,139 

226 

5,365 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 
(a)  Prescribed 

4,035 

226 

4,261 

(b)  Obtained 

2,986 

226 

3,212 

12 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 


Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

(1) 


By  Private  Practitioner 
or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv)  |  (i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(0 

(ii)  j  (iii) 

144 

72 

1434 

9  '  77 

1 

24 

2S4 

85 

221 

96  1  1718 

1 

Total 

(3) 


(iv) 


94 


'-Received  other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

(4) 


214 


Total  number 
treated. 


(5) 


2343 


(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and  adenoids,  (iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throa 


Group  fV. — Orthoptedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme. 

(1) 

Otherwise 

(2) 

Total 

number 

treated 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

(i) 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

(ii) 

Non-resi- 
dentia! 
treatment  at 
an  ortho¬ 
paedic  clinic 

(iii) 

Residential 
treatment 
%v  ith 

education 

(i) 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

(ii) 

N’on-resi- 
dential 
treatment  at 
an  ortho¬ 
paedic  clinic 
(iii) 

Number  of 

children  treated  48 

— 

41 

— 

G 

71 

16G 

Table  V. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  (Elementary). 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist. 

(a)  Routine  age-groups. 


AGE. 

L- 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

TOTAL. 

Number 

10242 

10279 

12013 

12425 

12237 

12544 

10345 

8936 

7167 

2044 

98232 

(b)  Specials 

.  2,035 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and 

Specials) 

.  100,267 

(2) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

65,657 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

.  41,815 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  children 

for  treatment 

.  55,911 

(3) 

Half-days  devoted  to:  — 

Inspection 

Treatment 

1,077 

8,323 

(7)  Extractions:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  18,272 
Temporary  Teeth  75,934 

TOTAL  ... 

9,400 

TOTAL  ...  94,206 

(8)  Administrations  of  general 

anaesthetics  for  'extractions  774 

(6) 

Fillings :  — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary'T  eeth 

28,498 

569 

(9)  Other  Operations:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  4,617 

Temporary  Teeth  798 

TOTAL  ... 

29,067 

TOTAL  ...  5,415 

fable  Va. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  (Secondary). 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist. 


(a)  Routine  age-groups.  h 


AGE 

8 

*?'  9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

....  

16 

17 

18 

TOTAL 

N  umber 

10 

15 

105 

530 

789 

753 

766 

•563 

337 

125 

52 

4045 

(b)  Specials  ... 


(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials) 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ... 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 


4,045 

3,170 

2,346 

4,195 


(5)  Half-days  devoted  to:  — 

■ 

(7) 

Extractions :  — 

Inspection 

94 

Permanent  Teeth 

1,919 

Treatment 

881 

Temporary  Teeth 

538 

TOTAL  ... 

975 

TOTAL  ..  ... 

2,457 

(8) 

an 

Administrations  of  general 

aesthetics  for  extractions  201 

(6)  Fillings:  — 

Permanent  Teeth 

4,217 

(9) 

Other  Operations:  — 

Permanent  Teeth 

896 

Temporary  Teeth 

6 

Temporary  Teeth 

6 

TOTAL  ... 

4,223 

TOTAL  ... 

902 

-  ■  -  '  '  —  - — - 

Table  VI. — -Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(1)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year  by 

the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  R  ...  9.6 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  377,547 

3)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  .  ...  3,160 

(4)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 

the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  -.  ...  682 

(5)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken— 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  '  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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